
VILLAGE HALL MONTHLY DRAW  July     August 
 £25 No 59 Mrs A Sheppard, Driftwood, Cheats Rd   £25 No 127 Mrs S Callen 7 Newlands Cres 
 £10 No 184 Mrs P Walker New Barn, North Curry   £10 No 157 Mrs A Cuff 8 Carey Grove C ST M 
 £5 No 70 Mrs S Steer 20 Woodlands Drive    £5 Ms A Posnyk 3 Boons Orchard 
 
 

The September  BINGO will be on Wednesday 13th. Doors open at 7pm and its EYES DOWN at 7.30pm. 
Congratulations to Mary Lear who won the snowball in August, the SNOWBALL is now back to £30. (Please 
note all participants must be over 16 years of age). 
  

The September WHIST DRIVE is on Wednesday 27th. Doors open at 7pm and play commences at 
7.30pm.  
  

THE SEPTEMBER HEALTH WALKS.  will be on  Weds 6th  at 10.30 from Creech Canal car park, and on 
Wednesday 20th September at 10.30 am from Ruishton Village Hall. Walks are up to 1.5 hours in duration. 
Dogs are welcome but must be kept on leads. For more information please ring Pat Pike on 442609 or Andy 
Smith on 444815 .  See bottom of page 6 for an extra walk on September 10th at 2pm. 
 
RUISHTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB :  Our next club meetings after the summer break will be on  
Tuesday  5th Sept 7-9pm, and Friday15th Sept 2-4pm (As we have our annual outing on the 8th Sept) 
Contact: Mavis Skeggs Treasurer 01823 442427 or Derek Garrett Chairman 01823 442876 
 
Our next VILLAGE HALL QUIZ will be on Saturday September 16th at 7.30pm so start getting those 
brains in gear ready for Mike Marshall who is our quiz master. Mike is great at entertaining us with 
unexpected topics so come and find out what he has up his sleeve for us this time.  
£2 per person, tables of 4. 
 
JUMBLE SALE Our next VILLAGE HALL Jumble Sale will be on Saturday October 7th at 12 noon . If 
you want any thing collected please contact Liz on 443369 or Norma on 442040. We do appreciate it if you 
are able to bring your stuff straight to the Village Hall either on Friday May 5th between 7.30pm and 8.30pm 
or on Saturday 6th May before 10.30am. 
 
FLOWER SHOW The Committee would like to thank everyone who contributed to making this year’s Show 
such a record breaking success; those who helped with the preparation - schedule distribution, raffle, 
posters, setting up etc, and those who helped on the day and of course most importantly those who entered 
the Show.  See the village website www.ruishton.org.uk for the Show report and details of the winners in 
every class plus photos from this year’s Scarecrow Trail. More photos can be found on the Ruishton Flower 
Show Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/1283138038446496/ 
Lost property – did you leave anything behind at the village hall on Show day? If so ring Mike on 01823 
442294. Mike Marshall Chairman Flower Show 
 
Wine Circle  Details are available from the Secretary on 01823 256265. 
 
For all bookings and enquiries regarding the Village Hall, please contact Chris on 
07958574905 
 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE September 2017 newsletter should be delivered to the Editor, Liz 
Harper, 20 Newlands Road,  Ruishton (443369) NO LATER THAN  Monday 18th September 
2017 or email ruishton_magazine@hotmail.com  

RUISHTON VILLAGE HALL NEWSLETTER 
SEPTEMBER2017 

Please note the editor is moving so contact by phone or e-mail only 
during September!  This includes no jumble to be left  at  house, will 
collect after I have moved. Will hopefully have moved  during the 
second week of September, so note the new address above. 



RATS (Ruishton Artists in TexStyles) We are a group of craft enthusiasts who work with fabric and 
thread.  We are now meeting on the 3rd Mon of each month 10.00a.m. - 3.00p.m. in the Village Hall 
meeting room. For more information about our regular meetings ring Rosemary (442039) 
 

TAUNTON & DISTRICT FRIENDSHIP CLUB We are a club offering a wide range of social activities for 
the over 50s, so why not come along and try us out at our next meeting from 2-4 on Thursday 21st 
September.. For more information contact Sally (442733). 
 

Ruishton Book Club  This month we read 'Burning Bright' by Tracy Chevalier an historical novel written against the 
backdrop of a city over anxious about the French Revolution. A bond forms between Jem Kellaway whose family 
have moved from Dorset and streetwise Londoner Maggie Butterfield.  They become entangled in the life of their 
neighbour the poet and printer William Blake. It was a likeable story, when discussed we found layers of interest and 
subtlety not immediately apparent. Tracy Chevalier has written a skilled reconstruction of eighteenth 
century London but most of the group agreed that they would have liked a little more 'action'. 
We are meeting again on Wednesday 13th September at 10.30 am to talk about our next book 'The Long 
Long Way' by Sebastian Barry.  If you would like further information about our Book Club phone Jenny on 
01823 442589. 
 
In stitches @ St George's will meet this month on Friday 8th September 
between 10am and 12noon in the Ruishton Church Meeting Room. 
Newcomers are always welcome and anyone who enjoys knitting or 
crochet should just come along. 
Our tableau of Her Majesty the Queen for Taunton Live 2017 was very well 
received in both Jenny's Tea Rooms and at the Taunton Flower show. This 
photo shows the Queen as she was displayed at the Taunton Flower 
Show. A big 'thank you' to every one who assisted with this project. 
For the next few weeks “In stitches” will be working on a “Noah's Ark” story 
sacks for Ruishton Church and Ruishton School. Sonia Tucker (443153). 

THE RUISHTON INN     Tel:442285 

Quiz Night every Wednesday at 9.00  
Free entry 

Next Auction 21st September 6.30 
pm start 

 

OPENING HOURS   Food served 12.00 – 2.00  
and 6.00 – 9.00 most days (accept Tuesdays).    

Always open on a Bank Holiday Monday 
 

Senior Citizen lunchtime specials Wednesday to 
Saturday £5.00 

Traditional Sunday Lunch served luchtime from 
Senior citizen and childrens menu available 

 NICOLE PERRET 
D.O.,M.R.O. 

REGISTERED 
OSTEOPATH 
Blackbrook Pavilion, 

Taunton 
01823 33 34 35 

Phillip Greenslade 

01823 442971  

The Policing team that cover the Ruishton area 
are as below. They are no longer contactable 
by phone but can be contacted by e-mail. 
 
david.rowe@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
scott.windsor@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
claire.escott@avonandsomerset.police.uk  

If it is an emergency and you need an immedi-
ate response please telephone 999. If you wish 
to report a crime or for any non emergency calls 
please telephone 101.  

RUISHTON GUIDING   
If you wish to put your daughter's name on any of the 
waiting lists please contact: 
Guides Cath Ellis (442398), Brownies Kay Allen 
(444426), Rainbows Cath Ellis (442398) 
 

BUS to ASDA There is a regular WEDNESDAY 
MORNING bus to Asda. First stop is at Alexavia 
Caravan Park at 11am, by the Post Box at bottom of 
Lawn Meadow at 11.05am. 
It is FREE and the return journey leaves ASDA at 
1.00pm.  

USE IT OR LOSE IT! 



A-2-B with Sandie  
Minibus Hire.  

16 and 29 seaters  
available for par-

ties, pub and Club 
outings,   

Sport venues,  
airport runs etc.  

Tel:01823 443487 

S.W.Flooring 
Stephen White  
 

Floor layer:  
carpet, vinyl, wood 
and laminate, safety 
flooring.  
      
Supplied and fitted. 
01823 442705  or  
07841 611369    

Maths Tuition 
 

Need some help  with your  
GCSE or AS/A Maths. 

              Reasonable rates  
 

Ring Liz on 01823 443369 or email 
lizharper1945@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Offering experience in all colouring, cutting and styling  

techniques, keeping up with the latest trends and fashions. 
We welcome all ages from children to adults, gents and ladies. 

Call today for an appointment: 

01823 443528 
Or come and see us at: 

Hairlines, Cheats Road, Taunton, TA3 5JW 

 
 

OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY  
8.00AM TO 3.00PM 

For information contact 01823 444302                          

WOODLANDS 
PRE-SCHOOL  

at  
Ruishton  

Primary School 

Save going into town, 
bring us your dry 

cleaning.  
Good parking 

 
Foreign currency 

exchange  available for 
your holidays. 

Tel:442337 
Open 9am-5.30pm 

(Lunch time closing) 

Free to any one who can collect 
One wardrobe with cupboard over top white sides but brown doors could be painted and matching set 
of drawers Also one set of drawers width 20” and height 33”. Tel: 443369 or 444112 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Dogs 
Do you love the company of a dog, but don't want the commitment of having your own?  
E S Pet Care is looking for Dog Carer's to join our team. You get to look after dogs as often or on the odd 
occasion depending on how involved you would like to be.  
If you:  
- are retired/work from home - have dog experience - have a secure garden - enjoy walking - live in or near 
Taunton  
Then please get in contact! Being a dog carer is a great way to socialise, be part of a team, get you fitter, and 
gives you constant company from a lovely visiting dog! 
More information: 
www.espetcare.co.uk 
Tel Emma: 07443 647 389 
Email: info@espetcare.co.uk 



Rc RON CULL 
CARPET FITTER 

 

23 Queens Down 
Creech St Michael,TA3 5QY 

Tel: 443522   
Mob: 07971881671 

QUALITY VINYL 

BOUGHT AND 

Telephone MAX 

Taunton 
Mobile Foot Care 

For the professional  
treatment of 
Corns•Callus 

•Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot•Nail Trimming 

Fungal & Thickened Nails 
Contact Bethan  

(SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP) 
 

On 01823 442705 or 07989 046024 
tauntonfootcare@hotmail.com 

 

Treatment in the comfort  
of your own home 

 
 
 
 
 

Here because we love animals and care about 
their owners 

Surgery Opening Hours – Monday to Friday  
9.00am-5.30pm 

Telephone – 01823 490433 
St Giles Kennels, Newport Road 
Wrantage, Nr Taunton, TA3 6DJ 

24 hour cover provided 

FED UP WITH HIGH ACCOUNTANCY 
FEES? 

NSC ACCOUNTANCY & TAXATION  
SERVICES 

 over 29 years experience  
I offer local, friendly, personal help with 

 Bookkeeping & Vat Returns  
 Sole Trader & Partnership Accounts 
 Limited Company Accounts 
 Property Letting Accounts 
 Tax Returns 
 Corporation Tax Returns 
 And more 
Give Nicky a call on 07557 092087 
or e mail nicky.cornelius@outlook.com 

E S Pet Care Taunton 
 

Five Star References, Fully Insured 
& Licensed. 

Tel Emma: 07443 647 389 
www.espetcare.co.uk 

Dog Boarding 

Cat Sitting 

Small Animal 
Care 

Lady Domestic  
Cleaner 

Honest, 
hardworking,  

reliable    
Let me put the sparkle 
back in your home! 
 
 
 

References available 
 

Call Melanie on: 07376374963 



RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
‘ANOTHER’ MAJOR CONSULTATION FROM TAUNTON DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
It has been a matter of ‘Consultation Overload’ these last few months with Somerset County Council’s 
major application consultation (Construction of a new road scheme including the widening and 
enlargement of Junction 25 roundabout) and Highway England’s consultation (A358 upgrade 
Southfields roundabout to Taunton) The consultation period is now closed for those two consultations 
and the Parish Council submitted detailed responses. 
Now following in from Taunton Deane Borough Council’s informal consultation on Nexus 25 – Strategic 
Employment Site last March 2017 to which the Council submitted a detailed response TDBC have now 
submitted a formal consultation as follows: 
Consultation on the Draft Nexus 25 Local Development Order granting planning permission for a New 
Strategic Employment Site and access between M5 Junction 25 / A358 Henlade, and Haydon, in parts 
of Ruishton and Thornfalcon, Stoke St. Mary and West Monkton Parishes, Somerset.   
The statutory consultation runs from Thursday 20 July 2017 to Wednesday 30 August 2017 
 
Mr. Tim Burton, Assistant Director Planning and Environment, TDBC kindly agreed to come to the 
Council’s last meeting held on 2 August and answered questions from Councillors and the public 
present. 
 
Basically, the present concerns (See below) of the Parish Council are the same as the concerns 
submitted in the informal consultation. Mr Burton was asked at the meeting if any changes were made 
to this current LDO from the concerns in the 70 submissions on the informal consultation. Mr Burton’s 
reply was that there had been no significant changes 
 
The Parish Council considers that a LDO to create a major employment site on a Greenfield site and a 
site outside of set urban boundaries in a designated village is inappropriate. LDO’s are primarily 
intended to bring forward housing on Brownfield sites in urban areas and is very likely the first time that 
it has been used for a wholly Greenfield site in a village that is not even deemed to be an “associated 
settlement” of Taunton. This could set a precedent and have serious future consequences for all rural 
villages. It is the opinion of the Parish Council (and of the meeting) that this application is being 
railroaded through by using a LDO. The Parish Council will be submitted a Freedom of Information 
request on how much a LDO costs the Council. 
 
Mr Burton explained the process of a LDO which will be considered at a Scrutiny Committee on 19.9.17 
and Full Council on 3.10.17. Highway England has submitted a holding objection in regard to the 
Somerset County Council application which includes access to the Nexus 25 site. Until this is sorted the 
LDO cannot go ahead but it can still be adopted by TDBC subject to that being determined and once 
the order is adopted, SCC can review at any time. Mr Burton continued that it is very unlikely that TDBC 
will change its mind as TDBC are committed to adopt the LDO. The final decision to adopt a LDO will be 
TDBC and not a Secretary of State decision if it had been a major planning application. 
 
The meeting was very concerned that there is ‘no joined up thinking’ between Highway England, 
(delivering the A358 upgrade) Somerset County Council (delivering the improvements to the J25 
junction and an access to the Employment Site) and Taunton Deane Borough Council (delivery the 
Employment Site) as there is not any provision for the Employment Site to connect to the proposed new 
A358 road from West Hatch and the new Junction 25A on the M5. It was expected that there would be a 
connection from the new A358 to the new roundabout (access into Employment Site). The current 
proposals (SCC & TDBC) are prejudicial to a Henlade bypass and will increase traffic through Henlade. 
All proposals should be put on hold until meaningful dialogue has happened between Highway England, 
Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
 
Mr Burton replied that TDBC was surprised as everyone else that Highway England had only presented 
one option for the A358 and that option (HE preferred route) did not have a connection to the new 
roundabout (SCC’s application) and to Nexus 25 Employment Park. However, although HE’s scheme 
does not link into Nexus 25, it does not stop the site going forward. 



The concerns of the Parish Council are as follows 

 It is also imperative that any development of Nexus 25 should not be permitted on highways grounds until 
improvements have been made by SCC to the Creech Castle junction and Toneway. 

 To meet the need for Sustainability there must be improvements to the cycle and pedestrian routes along 
Ruishton Lane from Ruishton which is the nearest centre of population to the site. 

As it is planned by TDBC to utilise the existing P&R in their Travel Plan and run a P&R bus into the 
employment site then the masterplan must include the upgrading of the inadequate existing facilities of 
the P & R especially toilet and covered waiting area facilities. Also the proposal the use of a bus 
service from the P&R must be a firm part of the masterplan and not just a proposal. 
 

 The cycle/footpath bridge across the motorway from Nexus 25 to join up with the existing cycleway through 
the Blackbrook estate should not just be a proposal it should be made part of the Travel Plan that supports the 
application. 

 Concern - that the area shown on the plan is not in fact the final extent of development as it is not the 
same as that shown on previous draft plans where an area fronting the A358 was included. 

 Concern - that employers would pass up moving to land already identified as employment land in the Local 
Plan and instead plumping for Nexus 25 resulting in land identified for employment such as the 30 acres in 
Monkton being freed up for additional housing and adversely affecting the sustainability of the thousands of 
new houses in Monkton. 

 Concern - over the amount of parking provision on the Nexus 25 site and the possibility of the overflow 
parking from the Blackbrook estate using it. 

 Concern - that effect of the new road across the flood zone 3 will have on additional flooding has not been 
fully taken into account. 

 Concern - that Nexus 25 itself will adversely affect the Flood Zone 3 that surrounds it on three sides and 
especially the danger of extra water entering the Broughton Brook that feeds into the River Tone and the knock
-on effect it would have on the annual flooding experienced by Ruishton. 

 Concern - about the effect that the estimated 7,000 vehicle movements per 12 hour period generated by 
Nexus 25 will have on the air quality through the AQMA of Henlade especially prior to any alleviation of traffic 
that the new Highway England’s proposed new A358 route will not bring. 

Concern -  that the Nexus 25 site is in designated village and where development should, according to 
Policy S5 of Taunton Deane Local Plan, “be limited to that compatible with their local need, individual 
roles, characteristics and physical identities.” 
 

The draft LDO and many supporting documents can be viewed at http://consultldf.tauntondeane.gov.uk/portal/
j25/ldo  
Anyone who wishes to make representations about the proposed Local Development Order should write to 
Planning Policy, Growth & Development, TDBC, Deane House, Belvedare Road, Taunton. TA1 1HE or by 
email to talkingtomorrow@tauntonhdeane.gov.uk Any representations made will be taken into account by the 
Council in considering suggested modifications or whether the Order should be adopted. Representations 
must be received by 5.00pm on Wednesday 30th August. 
 
DATE OF THE SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 2017 
 6.9.17  4.10.17  1.11.17  6.12.17 
Council Meetings commence at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated) and are held 
in Ruishton Village Hall. There is an opportunity at 7.30pm for the public to 
make comments or ask questions. A full set of minutes can be seen our 
website at www.ruishton.org.uk 
Parish Clerk: Mrs Heather Bryant, Northay House, Northay, Chard. TA20 3DN. 
Tel: 01460 234770. Email: ruishtonpc@gmail.com . Neighbourhood Plan - link 
to the website  www.Ruishton.org.uk and to the Facebook page "Ruishton, 
Thornfalcon & Henlade". 
 

Explore our local footpaths!  

Feedback in our Neighbourhood Plan Household Survey said parishioners would like 
to know more about footpaths within our Parish.  So, Pat Pike will be leading us on a 4 
mile walk of some of our footpaths on Sunday 10th September 2017 leaving the Village 
Hall Car Park at 2pm (approximately 2 hours duration).  There will be opportunity to 
return to the Village Hall should you not wish to do the full walk.  To refuel after the 
walk, there will be cream teas served in the Church Meeting Room with donations to 
the Church fund. Dogs on short leads are welcome and walking boots recommended. 
For more information please ring Pat Pike on 442609. 


